8th Dec.- 14th Dec. 2019

1, Ashok Place, New Delhi - 110001 & 23363593/23347304
- CONNECT WITH US
mad sacredheartcathedralnewdelhi@gmail.com  f www.fb.com/shcdca
@ www.sacredheartcathedraldelhi.org

Cathedral & Calling /S
SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL

‘We have begun the season of Advent last Sunday. Pope
Francis marked the beginning of the new liturgical year
atthe Angelus for the First Sunday of Advent.

On this Sunday, he said, the Gospel introduces us to one
of the most “evocative” themes of the Advent season:
the visit of the Lord to humanity. Pope Francis pointed out three
visits of the Lord: the first, in the past, with the Incarnation, and
Birth of Jesus at Christmas; the second, in the present, as Jesus
visits us continually, every day; and the final visit, in the future,
when Jesus “will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead.”

Advent encourages us to reflect on the contrast between our daily
routine and the unexpected coming of the Lord. The Gospel, the
Pope said, is not trying to frighten us, but “to open our horizons”
to further dimensions, giving meaning even to everyday
occurrences.

This perspective, he continued, is also an invitation to “sobriety,
to not be dominated by the things of this world” but rather to keep
them in their proper place. If, on the other hand, we allow
ourselves to be overpowered by a concern for material things, we
will not be able to perceive what is much more important: our
final encounter with the Lord. And so, the Pope said, Advent is
“an invitation to vigilance, because, not knowing when He will
come, we must always be ready to depart.”

During Advent, Pope Francis concluded, “we are called to enlarge
the horizons of our hearts, to be surprised by the life that is
presented each day with its newness. In order to do this we need to
learn to not depend on our own securities, our own established
plans, because the Lord comes in the hour which we don’t
imagine.”

May we continue to pursue the path of being vigilant and prepare
through this holy season of advent.
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‘We thank every family who has sponsored the Cathedral Calling till now. Your suggestions and support would be appreciated.
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In today’s Gospel we see that the great messenger John the Baptist comes to
proclaim when says to us; Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is close at hand,
‘Prepare a way for the Lord, make his path straight.” We usually associate
repentance and conversion more with the season of Lent. However, Advent also
calls and challenges us to look at our lives and change whatever need to be changed.
Why do we need to repent and change our ways? Because we are getting ready to
welcome Jesus into our homes, hearts and daily lives.

Let’s be honest, the shops, the adverts and all the glossy magazines are selling and
telling one message and set of values at this time of the year. They are trying to
convince us that Christmas is a commodity, a thing. Advent, through the voice of
John the Baptist is offering us something far richer, deeper and significant. Advent
is asking to prepare to welcome someone, not something! We are getting to
encounter and experience the love of God in the face and voice of Jesus Christ.

Yes, these weeks are about shopping, cleaning and parties, which are all very good
for us. But Advent offers us so much more. These weeks before Christmas call us to
repent and prepare to meet Jesus. Advent is not simply something that happens ‘out
there’ somewhere. We are asked to remember that Advent takes places deep within
our hearts, our homes, our families; how we live our daily lives and through the
daily activities in we which we engage.

Letus pray for and with each other this week that we will do all we can to repent and
prepare a way for the Lord.
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1. Today there is a second collection for the seminary fund.
2. Today we celebrate the Altar Servers Day.
3. Today there will be the meeting of the Catholic Association soon after the 9.00 am Mass.
4. All those who have taken the ‘Communio India’ contribution envelops kindly return them as
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. Every year we serve cake and coffee to all who come for the midnight service to all who come to

. On 28th we celebrate the feast of the Holy Innocents. The 6 pm Holy Mass will be specially

soon as possible.

Next Sunday there will be SCC-wise Carol singing at 7:00 pm. All the SCC will be singing a
carol each in front of the Cathedral.

Next Saturday, the second Saturday, we will have the cleaning of the Church from morning 9.30
am.

This Advent season every day evening we have the reading of a chapter from the Gospel of St.
Luke at 6. 30 pm on weekdays and at 7.00 pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Those who would like
to volunteer to read please inform the parish office and indicate the date.

Admissions forms to KG in Mater Dei, CJM, Columba’s and Carmel Convent Schools are
available online till 27th of December. Please make sure that all the necessary documents are
submitted well in time in the proper office.

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. We are looking for some sponsors to come forward who
would like to bear the cost of this year’s Christmas crib, tent, light and sound and decorations.
All those who would like to sponsor cake for the ‘Christmas vigil service’ and ‘Christmas tree
celebration’ and for Christmas gifts for children, kindly do so by making your contribution at
the help desk or in the box which is kept outside the church for this purpose.

Crib Competition will be held from 18th to 23rd December. This year we encourage everyone to
prepare Crib at your homes. We will come and examine and select the best Crib. Please register
your participation.

Kindly note, there will be no Catechism class on 23rd Dec, 2018 and 29th Dec-2019.

offered for the children of the %arlsh, the parents are requested to bring all the children of our
parish for this special Mass on that day.

The Christmas tree will be celebrated on the 29th of December. From next Sunday lunch
coupons will be available.

On 29th we celebrate the Holy family Feast. This year we will be honoring all the couples who
got married in the 1992 onwards. We also will celebrate the couples who have completed 40
years of their marrla%e. All the registered members of the parish are kindly requested to register
your name along with the copy of your marriage certificate in the parish office.

All SCC units are requested to elect the representatives of the Parish Council by the end of
December.

Thanks to Altar Servers and St Sebastian SCC units for animating the liturgy today.

Next Sunday, the Liturgy for 9.00 am Mass will be animated bly St. Anthony SCC unitand 10:15
am mass will be animated by St. Michael SCC unit respectively.

Kindly pay your Church Support Fund regularly at the Help Desk.
. . . . Fr. Lawrence PR
Parish Calendars and stars are available in front of Maria Bhawan. Parish Priest




Prayer for the Diamond Jubilee Year of the Archdiocese

1959-2019

0 God of eternal love and compassion, we thank you for the gift of
the Archdiocese of Delhi.

As we celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of the Archdiocese, grant us
a fresh outpouring of your Spirit, so-that learning from the self-
giving love of Christ on the Cross, we-might become a Church that
makes GIVING of herself to othersher joyful vocation. Alive to the
needs of others, may'we;share the Good News of faith, hope, love,
joy and justice with all peoples.

With the Jubilee motto, "Love is,our norm, and service our
lifestyle"”, we look towards the most Sacred Heart of Jesus to help
us make this Jubilee year a time of'renewal, where our Parishes
and Institutions become signs of(God's Kingdom and beacons of
God's savingto alk
We ask this through Jesus Christ.our-tord. Amen. O Most Sacred
Heart of Jesus, make our hearts-like-unto thine.

Mary our Mother, intercede for us as we pray...
Remember ......

Imprimatur
Rt. Rev. Anil J.T.Couto, Archbishop of Delry
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This issue is sponsored by Mr. John Basil And Family
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